Models of Syntactic Ambiguity Resolution: Problems of Experimental Design
St. Petersburg State University, St.Petersburg, Russia

chernovadasha@yandex.ru
There are several models of syntactic ambiguity resolution, serial model, parallel model, unrestricted race model, delayed model among them. Preparing an experiment that aims to describe the time course of sentence interpretation involves: a preliminary corpus study that would show which type of attachment is more frequent in the language; a questionnaire study that would show which interpretation is preferred by native speakers and which coarse-grained characteristics ambiguity resolution is affected by; a plausibility study to make sure that the syntactic interpretation is not affected by the lexical meaning of the words. Processing of ambiguous and unambiguous sentences with high and low attached modifiers can be compared. Not only the speed of processing a certain fragment might be relevant, but also the speed of answering a question which demands to resolve ambiguity. Serial model predicts increase of processing time for unambiguous sentences with a non-preferred type of attachment and quick answers about  ambiguous sentences interpretation. Parallel model predicts increase of processing time for ambiguous sentences. Delayed model predicts quick processing of ambiguous sentences but  more time demanded for answering a question. 
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